294                             Viscount Halifax

wrote an Open Letter to the Guardian in reply to A Call to
Reunion. The tone both of the Letter and of the Guardians lead-
ing article, though neither writer fully endorsed Halifax's opin-
ions, was thoroughly friendly.

Halifax carried out his second promise to Merrier, and Fur-
ther Considerations on Behalf of Reunion appeared in the autumn.
It was a purely personal publication, for neither the Arch-
bishops nor his colleagues at Malines could assent to his argu-
ment in favour of a primacy dejure divino. Breaking a lance
with Fr. Woodlock, S J.,* who had been writing adversely to
The Church Times and The Guardian, Halifax commended by
contrast the conciliatory spirit of Mgr. Batiffol. He also added
to the text a number of appendices on different subjects bearing
upon Reunion.

Meanwhile arrangements were being made for a Third Con-
versation, to be held, if possible, in the autumn. The two mem-
oranda drawn up in March were to have been submitted to the
respective authorities on either side. The reactions of the Arch-
bishop have been noted; those of Rome, though of at least
equal importance, were the subject of less agitated speculation,
la fact, nothing of them was known in England until July, when
Portal wrote to Halifax:

The Cardinal k^s sent a sort of resume of our last Conference
to the Pope, and he has had a reply from Cardinal Gasparri ex-
pressing approval of our attitude and of the general trend of what
we said.17

It is not clear from this reference whether the resume in-
cluded either or both of the memoranda; but the recurring

*Fr. Woodlock's statement that 'with us the infallibility and supremacy of
the Pope is a dogma which rests exacdy on the same authority as does that of
the Godhead of Christ* had provoked particular comment-. *Is that how the
matter really stands?* the Archbishop of Canterbury wrote in some perturb-
ation to